Introduction
The genus Botanochara Dejean, 1836 [= Poecilaspis Hope, 1840] (Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae: Cassidinae: Mesomphaliini) comprises 43 species distributed in the Neotropical Region, among which 25 (58%) are recorded from Argentina (Borowiec & Świętojańska 2002) . The Argentinian species were systematically treated by Boheman (1850), Burmeister (1870) , Spaeth (1899 Spaeth ( , 1909 Spaeth ( , 1915 Spaeth ( , 1940 and Borowiec (1989 Borowiec ( , 1999 . Faunistic lists were given by Burmeister (1870), Bruch (1914) , Blackwelder (1946) , Viana & Williner (1974) , Borowiec & Świętojańska (2002) and Borowiec (1996 Borowiec ( , 1999 Borowiec ( , 2002 Borowiec ( , 2009 . Copulation (Bruch 1916; Dallas 1931) and hybrids (Bruch 1916; Dallas 1940; Spaeth 1940 ) between different species were observed in the field.
One great reference is the Cassidinae collection housed at the Entomology Division of the Museo Argentino de Ciencias Naturales "Bernardino Rivadavia", Buenos Aires, Argentina [MACN] . Specimens of Botanochara and
